
On August 26th, our Patos Island Docents, Sandy, Patty and Kathleen welcomed members of 

the group, ―Islanders for a National Conservation Area‖, to Patos Island. The Islanders have 

been meeting for over two years in order to get Congress to pass legislation to permanently 

protect Bureau of Land Management properties in the San Juan Archipelago.  Patos Island 

and its lovely and historic lighthouse is one of the largest and best known of the BLM proper-

ties. 

Joining INCA members, 

were county government 

officials and members of 

the national environmental 

group, Conservation Lands 

Foundation.  Also present 

were BLM Officials; Karen 

Kelleher, Wenatchee Field 

Office Manager and Daniel 

Picard, Spokane District 

Manager (his very first trip 

to the San Juan Is-

lands) . 

Everyone was mightily 

impressed with the 

pristine beauty of  Pa-

tos Island and the fine 

renovation of the Light-

house.     L. Hudson 
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News Release Nov. 10, 2011 
 

AMERICA’S GREAT OUTDOORS: Sala-

zar Highlights 18 Backcountry Areas De-

serving Congressional Protection as Con-

servation Lands or Wilderness 
Washington, DC - Beauty Mountain in California, the San 

Juan Islands of Washington, and Castle Peak in Colorado are 

among 18 backcountry areas in nine states that Secretary of 

the Interior Ken Salazar highlighted today as deserving pro-

tection by Congress as national conservation areas or wilder-

ness areas. 

The report issued by Secretary Salazar includes a preliminary 

list of areas managed primarily by Interior’s Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) where there is significant local support 

for Congressional protection, and that Secretary Salazar be-

lieves can be at the foundation of a bipartisan public lands bill 

that should pass under this Congress.    www.doi.gov 

http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&amp;pageid=267130
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New KOPL Docent Program a Shining Success! 

 Thanks for doing a great job of restoration. Future 

 generations will have an opportunity to see the history 

of this beautiful island.  (Lummi Island and Woodinville) 
 

 Thanks for caring for this beautiful piece of history! 

(Ballard, USA) 
 

 Eric and Tamara flew over in a helicopter from  

Anacortes, WA, with Adam and April. We reside in Kula, 

Maui, Hawaii…what a lovely day, with Aloha 
 

 Kayaked around Patos today in brilliant sunshine  

and no wind. What a great treasure the Lighthouse is. 

Live on Lummi Island, all kids who grow up there read 

―A Light on the Island‖ Have been here many times. But 

this is the first time the lighthouse has been open. 

Thank you so much—wish my kids were here! 
 

 We love Patos Island—our favorite place in the  

world! Thank-you for restoring this special and historic 

lighthouse. 
 

 (Letter)  On Friday, Linda of your group, gave us a 

 tour of the Patos Lighthouse and gave/sold us a book-

―Light on the Island‖ It was a wonderful experience. En-

closed is a check as gratitude.  (Seattle) 
 

 Never been in the lighthouse before. It is awesome! 
 

 Incredible, where do I put my bags? Ready to  

move in…(Iowa) 
 

 One of the most incredible islands in the San  

Juans. I‘ll be back! 
 

 It was so amazing going up to the light and seeing 

 all over Patos .  (North Vancouver) 
 

 We first visited as a family in 2005, great to see 

 the improvements.  (North Vancouver) 
 

 Overnight visit, great place—thanks! Vessel,  

Eventide 

 Hello! My Mom bought me a ducky hat! Happy 

Our fledgling lighthouse docent program, started up 

in 2010, continues to be a shining success. This 

summer, between the dates of July 21st and Sep-

tember 14th, our lighthouse was open 20 days and 

was visited by 665 people. That's an average of 33 

visitors per day. Pretty good for a fairly hard to get to 

out-of-the way island! But even more important than 

numbers are the wonderful comments that we re-

ceived from our visitors, ever happy to be inside the 

lighthouse and to hear fascinating stories of days 

gone by. Without any further ado, I am attaching my 

transcription of some of the comments from our Visi-

tor's Book.  I know you will enjoy...  
 

Linda H, KOPL  
 

PS Please spread the word about our fledgling Do-

cent Program. We now have about 8 trained docents 

and about an equal number interested in training for 

next year, and would like to train more. Let's share 

the goal of having the lighthouse open for more days 

next summer! 
 

Some entries from the Patos Guestbook, 2011  
 

 Thanks for keeping this place open!   

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
 

 My dream come true to be a docent in a light 

house! (with Native Plant Society for plant survey) 

Great views (Tacoma, WA) 
 

 How lucky for me---all the way from England, to 

 be able to enjoy your lovely island and to visit the 

lighthouse  (Chester, UK) 
 

 Many trips here, but 1st time lighthouse was  

open. Thanks!  (Seattle) 
 

 Beautiful and well kept. Will visit again next year! 

 Thank-you!  (Mukilteo, WA) 
 

New KOPL Docent Program a Shining Success! 

A bald eagle takes a break 

on the lighthouse tower.  

Photo by L. Hudson 
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If you would like to train to be a Patos Lighthouse Docent or 

for more information on the Keepers of the Patos Light     

Docent Program: email: patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com, 

write: KOPL, PO Box 518, Lopez Island, WA or                  

call: 360-468-3518 

Keepers Docent trainees head out to the lighthouse, 

wearing new life vests purchased with Grant Funds. 

Thanks to State Parks Ranger Steve Sabine  for 

transportation to Patos. 

We were fortunate this year to receive a grant for 

$1200 from the Orcas Island Community Founda-

tion for ―Docent and volunteer transportation and 

safety equipment‖. This meant that we were able to 

at last equip our volunteer crews with regulation life 

vests. In addition, we were able to purchase much 

needed carts and wagons to transport supplies from 

the beach landing area to the camp area and to the 

lighthouse  

Thank-you to Linda Hudson for writing the grant 

and also to Denise Wilk for representing Keepers of 

the Patos Light at the awards ceremony. 

KOPL wins Orcas Island  

Community Foundation Grant 

On Aug. 28th our patriarch Patos Bill La Vergne 

came to the Lighthouse to celebrate his 79th birth-

day.  He was accompanied by his daughter Diane, 

son-in-law Tony and Bill's dear friend Joe.  The 

party hats were ready and we sang Happy Birthday 

to Patos Bill and ate our little carrot cakes.  What a 

special day. 

 

Thanks to Steve Sabine, W.S.P.D., BLM Spokane 

Dist, & the KOPL crew for such a wonderful day. 

Cheers and thanks again for another great year. 

Denise Wilk V.P. KOPL  

Happy 79th Birthday 

Patos Bill 

mailto:patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com


Page 4 Keepers of the Patos Light 

In the 1930's radio communications and a radio 

beacon were added to the light beacon on Pa-

tos. During World War II the Radio Station used 

a ship's call sign – NNFD – perhaps to confuse 

the Japanese who could use American Land Sta-

tions – which are only 3 letters – for location 

finding.  With the coming of Coast Guard LORAN 

stations for location finding and the decommis-

sioning of the Coast Guard Station on Patos, the 

radio station and beacon were dismantled.  

 

 In August, Patos Island Light experienced its 

first radio broadcast since the Coast Guard de-

commissioned the station in 1974.  Every year 

Amateur Radio Operators from around the world 

participate in an International Lighthouse and 

Lightship Weekend. During the weekend of Au-

gust  19-21, Ham Radio operators Bill Harris, 

(W7KXB) and O.J. Lougheed, (AD7DR) operated 

from Patos Island to communicate with 150 oth-

ers from around the world. Several boating 

―Hams‖ also showed up – literally out of the 

blue - to help erect antennas and enjoy the 

event.   

Next year's event – 18-19 August 2012 – Dura-

tion 48 hours from 0001UTC 18.8.2012! (Starts 

Friday PST time. 

O.J. Lougheed, KOPL Lighthouse Docent 

"Department of the Interior, Ken Salazar with Karen 

Kelleher, BLM Wenatchee Field Office Manager 

Linda Hudson and Denise Wilk, representing KOPL, 

attended a public meeting in Anacortes to hear Ken 

Salazar, Secretary DOI.. 

See story next page. 

Patos Island Radio Station! 



Keepers of the Patos Light 

220 Fisherman Bay Road 

PO Box 518 

Lopez ,WA 98261 

360.468.3518 

Keepers of the Patos Light is an association of like-minded individuals who are 

committed to preserving the historical, environmental, and educational values of 

both Patos Island Lighthouse and Patos Island, located at the northwestern most 

point of Washington State’s San Juan Islands.   

patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com 

 Nick’s 2 Cents  
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our collaboration working together 

and to reach out to our partners 

and friends to find ways to en-

hance a Conservation Partnership 

in the San Juan Islands which will 

better serve the public and the 

land. 

WOW, what a charge. Karen Kelle-

her, BLM, is doing a fine job with 

the task and we have held several 

public meetings thus far seeking 

input to how this might all come 

together. Once again, I am very 

proud of KOPL. KOPL has been 

there faithfully, well represented 

and has provided insight and 

thoughtful comments. We‘ll keep 

ya posted as things develop. The 

Proposed National Conservation 

Area for the BLM lands in the San 

Juan Archipelago has 2 bills pre-

sented with one through Rick Lar-

sen‘s office and then another sup-

porting one through Maria 

Cantwell‘s office. I can tell ya it is 

very exciting to be a small part of 

this grassroots, community effort 

and again, I am very proud of KOPL 

for being right in there from the 

very beginning. Our BLM Resource 

Management Planning effort is still 

moving forward for Eastern Wash-

ington and the San Juan Islands. 

We held a public meeting in Friday 

Harbor on August 27th and received 

some great public participation. 

Way to go KOPL!!!! If ya would like 

to be added to our mailing list for 

the RMP, send an email to: 

OR_Spokane_RMP@blm.gov, or 

contact the Spokane District office 

at (509)536.1200 

As ya know the Lopez Island Con-

servation Corps Youth program 

spent time on Patos this past sum-

mer working on the trails as part of 

the American Recovery monies. 

Thank you KOPL for all y‘er support 

of this youth program. 

Our Hazard Materials Specialist 

Team visited Patos in the latter part 

of the summer to perform an as-

sessment and evaluation of the 

overall risk folks may be exposed to 

regarding the lead in the soils. The 

results are not back in yet but I 

wanted to share with ya that this 

project is still moving forwarded as 

well. I‘ll keep ya posted as things 

develop. 

I had the good fortune to make a 

BLM presentation to the Corinthian 

Yacht Club of Bellingham this past 

Oct 11th. I shared with them all the 

great things KOPL is doing at Patos 

and ya just may get a visit or two 

from these sailors and boat folks. 

They were very excited to learn 

about KOPL and they had lots of 

questions about Patos and KOPL. 

Just might have some future Do-

cents . 

 I can hardly believe Fall is here, 

things have happened so fast!!! 

Once again, but it won‘t be the last 

time I say this, I am very proud of 

ya‘ll. KOPL is doing some great work 

and providing a community service 

which is priceless. Thank you soooo 

very much for keeping safety a top 

priority and truly hosting the site for 

visitors who are coming to this spe-

cial place. I am looking forward to 

next year. 

Cheers, Nick 

 

Nick Teague is the BLM ranger for 

the San Juan Islands and is our BLM 

Liaison and Advisor  

 Hi there Light keepers, 

I hope y‘er proud of y‘erselves, 

‗cause I sure am!!!!  

I must say I believe this has been 

the most successful year to date. 

Way to go everyone who has made 

this the very best year for sure. 

There is soooo much which has hap-

pened in the past year I hardly know 

where to begin…Lets see…A big 

thank you to the Orcas Island Fire 

Department for their annual Spring 

clean-up of Patos Island on April 

15th and a special thank you as well 

to KOPL for their support on this 

event. Together BLM and KOPL 

shared a booth at the San Juan Na-

tional Historic Park on May 7th to 

celebrate National Bloom week of 

native wildflowers. We had a great 

time we talked with quite a few 

folks.  

WOW did ya know I had the most 

amazing flyover of the San Juan Is-

lands and of all things I flew over 

Patos Island with the Depart of Inte-

rior Secretary Ken Salazar and Yes, I 

bragged on Keepers of the Patos 

Light and all the great things ya 

have done. We flew over Patos on 

April 27th. We then had a public 

meeting in Anacortes and KOPL was 

well represented. Nice work ya‘ll 

sporting y‘er KOPL shirts. It was 

awesome!!!!. I was very proud of ya 

representing Patos with so much 

passion and dedication. Out of this 

public meeting DOI Secretary Sala-

zar appointed Karen Kelleher, our 

very own BLM, Wenatchee Field Of-

fice Manager, with the task of herd-

ing us Cats in the Department of 

Interior, BLM, National Park Service 

and US Fish and Wildlife to improve 
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Island visitors use more than 1 way 

to get to Patos!   Photo P. Ware 

*ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES* 
Individual - $25—Family - $35— -Patron - $75 —Keeper - $100 

Grand Keeper - $500—Beacon $1000 

write: KOPL, PO Box 518, Lopez Island, WA 

 or call: 360-468-3518  

Volunteers from Orcas Island's Doe Bay Resort after a day 

of hard work and fun on Patos Island. Photo L. Hudson 

Orcas  entertained us again this year during 

Docent Week.  What a Treat!!  Photo P. Ware 

Sunset Magazine Sept. 2010  

Cover Photo by Thomas J Story 


